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SUBJECT: MTN: TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE 

REE: STATE 019287 

1 . ECONOFF DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH ERIK KNUTSTAD, BUREAU CHIEF 
FOR GATT AFFAIRS IN THE NORWEGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY. KNUTSTAD 
APPRECIATED THE IMPORTANCE THAT THE U.S. ATTACHES TO TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND STATED THAT NORWAY LOOKED FORWARD TO HARMONIOUS 
DISCUSSIONS AT THE FEBRUARY 1 ITH MEETING OE THE TNC. NORWAY 
CONSIDERS THE MAXIMUM REDUCTION OF TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF BARRIERS 
AS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT. NORWAY WILL ALSO DO WHATEVER POSSIBLE 
TO PROMOTE A COMMON POSITION BETWEEN THE COMMON MARKET AND THE 
U.S. REGARDING AGRICULTURAL QUESTIONS. KNUTSTAD SAID THAT 
NORWAY IS WELL PREPARED FOR THE TNC MEETING AND WILL BE AN 
ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS. 
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2. THE NORWEGIAN DELEGATION WILL CONSIST OE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OE THE DEPARTMENT OE ECONOMIC AEEAIRS, HUE BRUN 
AND KNUTSTAD EROM THE EOREIGN MINISTRY, DEPUTE DIRECTOR 
IN THE COMMERCE DEPARTMENT, ASBJORN SVEEN AND AMBASSADOR 
EDVARD HAMBRO, MINISTER COUNSELOR MARTING J. HUSLID, AND 
EIRST SECRETARY JOHAN DAHL EROM THE NORWEGIAN MISSION IN 
GENEVA. 
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